The National Innovation Foundation

Announces

The Fourth National Competition
for Scouting Unaided Grassroots Technological Innovations and Outstanding 

Traditional Knowledge:  April 2003 – December 2004
National Innovation Foundation
The Department of Science and Technology, Government of India, constituted the National Innovation Foundation in 2000 as an autonomous Society with the mandate to build the National Register of Green Grassroots Technological Innovations and Traditional Knowledge practices adopted by various individuals and communities in unorganized sector. NIF’s commitment to grassroots innovators is aimed at (a) building their linkages with experts in science, technology and design from formal educational and research institutions; (b) mobilizing venture capital support to help convert innovations into enterprises and (c) protecting of their intellectual property rights. Through its activities, NIF is striving to make India innovative, self-reliant and a world leader in sustainable technologies.

The Award
Apart from the honour of including the outstanding innovations/tradition knowledge examples in the National Register, the first best three innovations would be awarded Rs. 1,00,000, Rs. 50,000 and Rs. 25,000 each in different categories. In addition, three Individuals and organizations who make extraordinary contributions in scouting grassroots innovations and traditional knowledge will also get awards of Rs 50, 000, 25, 000 and 15, 000 respectively. There would be consolation prizes of Rs. 5,000 each depending upon the number of entries and incremental inventiveness. Special awards would be given for innovations and outstanding traditional knowledge of women.  

The outstanding entries would also be widely publicised in the Honey Bee Newsletter and through other media. Summary and/or details of the innovative practice documented in the Register will be displayed at the web sites of NIF with the permission of the innovators/knowledge providers. 
The Competition
The NIF solicits entries about traditional knowledge or unaided technological innovations attempted by farmers, artisans, fishermen and women slum dwellers, workshop mechanics, local communities etc., in managing natural resources including biodiversity, generating herbal remedy for human, animal and plant health or developing new technological implements, gadgets or machines or processes for farm operations, household utility, transportation for improved efficiency, energy conservation or generation and reducing drudgery or any other low cost sustainable green technology related to the various aspects of survival in urban and rural areas.

Individuals or communities who have achieved distinction in improving quality and productivity without the aid of formal institutions are invited to participate in the fourth competition for ideas, innovations and traditional knowledge. Ideas for innovative technologies which have not yet become products are also thus welcome

The resources of NIF are dedicated for supporting innovators and traditional knowledge holders from unorganized sector only. Therefore, entries from professionals, that is, those having professional degrees or affiliation with formal institutions are ordinarily not accepted. However, if they have innovated any technology in their individual capacity without any institutional help which has grassroots applications, it may be considered for inclusion in a separate database of grassroots innovations by professionals. NIF will help them only through linkages and providing visibility but not financially.

How to Participate
Individuals or groups may send as many entries on plain paper providing genesis of innovation, and traditional knowledge, background of innovation and innovators/traditional knowledge holders, accompanied by photographs and/or videos if possible and any other information that may help in replicating innovations/traditional knowledge.  Herbal entries may be accompanied by dried plant samples to enable proper   identification procedure. 
The last date for the fourth Competition is December 31st, 2004. It is requested  that every entry is  sent with full postal address, without which we will obviously not be able to let you know about the action taken at our end.

Where to send Entries
National Coordinator (scouting and documentation) 

National Innovation Foundation

Satellite Complex , Bungalow no 1

Premchandnagar Road

Jodhpur Tekra

Ahmedabad 380 015 Gujarat 

email : campaign@nifindia.org
